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Re: CD12 

1 message 


George Hakopiants <george.hakopiants@lacity.org> Tue, Mar 3, 2020 at 12:56 PM 

To: Kyle Gregory <kylegregory@easthollywood.net> 

Cc: Juan Fregoso <juan.fregoso@lacity.org> 

Hi Kyle: 

Thanks for the email. I will forward your sentiments to the Councilmember. 

The issues you mentioned because there are both specific to Echo Park, which my colleague Juan oversees and can 
provide you with some updates. 

However, I do want to take a moment to touch on the general notion of your email, which is that we are "out of touch" with 
the daily needs of our constituents. Nothing could be further from the truth. I am aware that this is the narrative that is 
being aggressively pushed by certain factions online at all costs. Often the "reporting" coming from these sources is so 
warped, you do not see the full picture, while other times, they are blatant lies. This is by design. Advocacy groups are not 
objective news agencies. It is their job to promote their agenda at all costs, even at the expense of the truth. For that 
reason, these aren't reliable sources of information, and I appreciate you giving me a platform to inform you of some of 
the things we're doing directly, at least in East Hollywood. 

The Councilmember has always directed his staff to take a hands-on approach to issues related to renters' rights and 
evictions. I don't expect you or anyone else to know about these sorts of cases because we generally do not advertise 
this as they are examples of private casework. Still, there have been several instances in East Hollywood in which we 
have had to step in and work out something in favor of renters or people who are experiencing the threat of displacement. 
We did this with Super Pan when I asked to meet with the business owners and the people advocating on their behalf. I 
met with several members of the Neighborhood Council as well as the business owner and explained to them in Spanish, 
that we would be doing everything possible to extend their contract. In the end, we were able to secure an extension of 
their lease with the new property owner and their agent even assisted them in finding a new spot elsewhere. 

We intervened when an entire building of tenants was being cheated of their RSO rights to relocation while work was 
being conducted illegally in their property. We were able to halt the illegal renovation work and worked with the 
Department to get the tenants who qualified for relocation accommodated. The Councilmember and I even personally 
went to the tenants' and met them in a living room in the building to address them directly. 

We did this in Los Feliz, where an elderly Armenian couple was having their Section 8 contract terminated and were 
facing homelessness. We reached out to the landlord and worked with them to get an extension on their termination date 
until we were able to help them look for a new spot to live. Luckily they found something just a few blocks over and stayed 
in the neighborhood. 

We did this with the Kingswood Apartments, which is an affordable housing building that had an expiring covenant in 
2019. We are working with HCID to get another 30-year extension of the covenant on this property so that people can 
stay in their homes. 

We are the only Council office I know in which the elected official goes door-to-door every month with his entire staff to 
conduct a neighborhood cleanup and offer residents City services and hear some of their concerns directly. 

I am happy to explain and elaborate further if you care/wish to know about what's happening on the Council side of 
things. My door is always open to you and you are welcome to call anytime if you have any comments or concerns. 

I will hopefully see you at the next Neighborhood Council meeting. 

Best regards, 

George 




On Mon, Mar 2, 2020 at 6:11 PM Kyle Gregory <kylegregory@easthollywood.net> wrote: 

Hey George, 

I realize this is a bit late, but I just learned that Councilmember O'Farrell has been stumping for John Lee over in 
CD12. 

Setting aside the accusations of sexual impropriety against Lee, which should be disqualifying in their own right, I don't 
understand why Councilmember O'Farrell would use his time and energy to promote a life-long Republican whose 
entire political project is at odds with Councilmember O'Farrell's stated political goals. 

Lee's opposition to permanent supportive housing, improved transit infrastructure and LA's Green New Deal is directly 
at odds with the needs of CD13 residents generally and East Hollywood residents particularly. 

Be it this endorsement, his treatment of the residents of Echo Park Lake or his callous disregard for the Burlington 
tenants, Councilmember O'Farrell routinely demonstrates a total disconnect from the actual needs and desires of his 
constituents. 

As an elected representative of the people of East Hollywood, I'd be remiss if I didn't speak up. 

I hope you'll forward my concerns to the councilmember. 

Best, 


Kyle Gregory 



